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1 The LDSS may want to consider the investigation track if one or more of the following are present: 

 Use of a weapon
 Involvement of law enforcement or courts to  protect children or caretaker
 Physical injury requiring medical treatment
 Co-occurring mental health or substance abuse
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2 Close Proximity Definition: Children were aware, 
witnessed or heard the domestic incident.
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Resources
 DVS1001: Understanding Domestic Violence
 DVS1031: Domestic Violence and Its Impact

on Children
 Virginia Family Violence and Sexual Assault

Hotline: 800-838-8238
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Pertinent Policy References:
 VDSS Child and Family Services Manual, 

Chapter H, Domestic Violence in Child 
Welfare, Section 1.4

 VDSS Child and Family Services Manual,
Chapter C, Child Protective Services,
Sections 2 and 3


