Domestic Violence
. e 1
Decision Tree Tool

Was the child SCREEN OUT and REFER

present, in close
el 2
proximity” or was a weapon

(Refer screened out reports to prevention

used during the domestic response and/or another community

Incident? partner where appropriate)

Yes

Consider if weapons
have been used in the
past while the child
was present

as the child injured SCREEN IN*

(physical or emotional) *Consider screen-in for

during the domestic physical abuse, physical
incident? neglect and/or mental abuse

Was the domestic

incident committed while *
the child was in a Yes=——p> SCREEN IN
caretaker's arms?

Was a child attempting

to intervene during this Yes=——pp SCREEN I N o

domestic incident?

Use of a weapon » . N .
Involvement of law enforcement or courts to protect children or caretaker Close Proximity Definition: Children were aware,
witnessed or heard the domestic incident.

Physical injury requiring medical treatment
Co-occurring mental health or substance abuse
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DV Decision Tree Tool (Page 2)

FROM
PAGE 1

Consider if the child is
fearful for their safety
and/or the safety of
their caretaker

SCREEN IN*

*Consider screen-in for

physical abuse, physical
neglect and/or mental abuse

Yes

SCREEN IN*

*Consider screen-in for

Has the caretaker

been unable to self- Has the child called
T ———— No for help during any

their child?

domestic incident? physical abuse, physical
neglect and/or mental abuse

Consider if there is a
history of domestic
violence (e.g. law
enforcement
involvement or
protective orders or
other criminal charges)

Is the violence
Increasing in frequency
or intensity, or was it a Yes=—p- SCREEN IN *
severe isolated
incident?

Consider caretaker mental
health, caretaker substance
use, stalking behaviors,
hostage or abduction
situations, threats of harm,
abuse of animals and/or
controlling behaviors.

Pertinent Policy References:
Resources e VDSS Child and Family Services Manual,

DVS1001: Understanding Domestic Violence SCREEN OUT and REFER Chapter H, Domestic Violence in Child

e DVS1031: Domestic Violence and Its Impact (Refer screened out reports to prevention Welfare, section 141 ; ;
on Children response and/or another community ¢ VDSS Child and Family Services Manual,

*  Virginia Family Violence and Sexual Assault partner where appropriate) Chapter C, Child Protective Services,
Hotline: 800-838-8238 Sections 2 and 3
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